JFK’sDeath in Dallas: 


Oswald’s Mannlicher-Carcano rifle, which did 
not include time to aim. 

Also, the- rifle tests were not the success 
Greene makes them out to be. The rifle was fired 
from an elevation only half as high as the build* 
mg’s sixth floor and at a stationary target — not 
a moving motorcade. And the rifleman took as 
much time as be needed for his first shot, unlike 
Oswald. There is no evidence in Oswald’s biog- 
raphy of his taking rifle practice after . 1959, but 
the three test shooters were experts of Olympic 
stature. According to the Warren Co mmissi on 
volumes, only l one rifleman scored two out of 
three hits inunder 5.6 seconds in any of the 
attempts. ; vi/‘ v'; 1 . 

Greene also 'fails to note that the scope on Os- 
aligned properly until the 
the;marksmen fired with Os- 
wald’s rifle in itsNov. 22, 1963, condition, they 
would never have hit the targets. 

Oswald wasTa bad- shot Oswald barely quali- 
fied as a Marina marksman — the lowest cate- 
gory — in 1959,, his last known rifle practice. 
There is absolutely no record of him practicing 
-with the Mannlicher-Carcano or any other rifle • 
for matter . in the time leading up to the 

assareinatiomfEven though his wife, Marina, 
rlninifi he practiced dry-loading at home, this 
would not prepare him to aim and shoot with the 
great precision^ the Dealey Plaza assassination 
required. "a > 

i&munuBion dadded that a bullet struck Kenne- Oswald’s fingerprints on the rifle. Oswald's 
^ dy iiTtfje back of the neck?: despite the fact that fingerprints : were never found on the Mann- 
*the autopsy photos showed a'buiiet hoie below licher-Carcano rifle oy either the Delias peace or 
;‘the "shoulder blade."The,.nusrepresentation of the FBI. The latter noted that the nfle was com- 
the location of the back ground waB one of the pletely devoid of prints of any kind. Oswald’s 
'commission’s most : glaring- lies and it was ofli- partial palm print found by the Dallas police on 
daily corrected by the - the underside of the 

Rockefeller Commission ' 1 ’ " 11 1 disassembled rifle 

on CIA Activities in f ~ T 7 did not reach the 

1976 . The FBI was puzzled it railabunta sever- 

• The famous “magic”. . £,V,. . 7 7 7 ;■ * al days after the as- 

bulletr*(CE399) was no i^^COUlCL jlTiCL 710 tTOCe Of ~ sassination. The 
. found on Texas Gov, - 7 . 7 '•/n y 

John Connelly’s stretch-;. ' ' the pTlUb 071 the 7T,fle. 

.er. ; The Warren Commis- u ’ ’ 4 

^rion could not prove that' 1 1 * ■■■ ' ■ ■■■ — . 

' it came from his stretch- 
er, and, in fact, had very strong evidence that it 
came from the stretcher of another patient (who 
1? was. unrelated to; 1 the shooting). ^Moreover, the 
commission was faced . witV the problem that 
tnone of the four j^ple.wbojhandled the bullet 
’ when.it was found at Parkland Memorial Hospi- 
tal in Dallas could' later identify CE399 as the 
bullet they had seen.-AU four two Secret Ser- 
. vice agents, and two hospital : staff members — 

- ’ claimed terhave seen a pointed-tipped chrome 


Tdb Mucli Lies 
Between tKe Lines 
In Warren' Report 

By Oliver Stone 

G ~“ IVEN NEWSDAY*S otherwise commen- 
idable coverage of my movie “JFK” and 
;,the issues surrounding the film about 
-the of President John F. Kennedy 

..in November, 1963, 1 was surprised to see Robert ^ 

W. Gregne’s relentlessly lame-brained analysis of waJd , 8 ri(le was not 

' [J 5 n - 191 r --- Vsi. wL FBI fixed it ShS th. 

'5?'To-fltart with, Greene s summary of the War- 

^ren Commission’s yersion-of the assassination is 
i riddled with errors: ^ * 

• The commission’iBaid' that! 6.6>: seconds was 
^themost likely time span of the three shots, set- 
*ting'the minimum at 4.8 seconds and.the maxi- 
mum- at- 7.9, dependingon^whiefrof the shots 
* jniBsed. Greene rimpfy tells us the time frame 
r was a maximum oiJlA tq 7.9'seconds, a scenario 
fthat^holds hue^oi^ifft^third shot missed, 
k which' 0ie commission thought was unlikely., 

M'* While Greene? saysi thei commission estab- 
! lished that a bullet struck Kennedy in the back, 

::;5%,incbes belowhis collar, this , is false. .The 


bullet, not one that was blunt-nosed and copper- 


But .the Warren'Coramisrion Report is aware 

- of these gaps in the evidence. Accordingly its 
.-writers used speculative -language — “the 

<weightof the evidence, -/ / this suggrets,” “it is 
hkely ” - Greene^ lakes their-tentative terminoh 
ogy and changes it into flat-out assertions. 

As for Greene’s other ^eyidence”:- ' -: 

^ The number of shots/ Greene takes G. Robert 

- Blakey, the former chief counsel . to the House 
Select Committee' on, Assassinations, at his word 

- when Blakey saysthat he thinks theprobability 
*: of a fourth shot-coming from the grassy knoll is 


FBI was puzzled 
that it could find no 
trace of the print on 
the rifle or any evi- 
dence that a palm 
print had ever been lifted from that area. Of 
course, Oswald’s prints were found on book car- 
tons on the-rixth floor — he worked there filling 
book orders. f'J 

. The fibers allegedly from Oswald’s shirt that 
were found on the rifle are also highly problem- 
atic. As the Warren Commission Report noted, 
“There is no way to eliminate the possibility of 
the fibers having come from another identical 
shirt.” 

. The “magic bullet” Greene tells us that neu- 
tron activation analysis showed that the bullet 
that left fragments in Connally’s wrist was the 
same bullet that was found “near” Connally’s 
stretcher. Not pnly is this' not true, it is impossi- 
ble. The Warren Commission and . .the House 
committee couldn’t prove that- the bullet that 
Was found at Parkland Hospital had anything to 
do with the assassination. The bullet fragments 
the committee tested were only allegedly from 
Connally’s wrist — and they were definitely not 
the same fragments tested by the Warren Com- 
mission. Those had alffeady vanished from the 
National Archives. Even more damaging to the 


“actually. closer.to 60 percent” than to the. 95 t government’sease, the total weight of the 
•-percent established. by. the scibntists-'employed “original” wrist fragments (documented by the 
; by the committee in 19781'Ih other words, Bla- Warren Commission in 1964), plus the total 
i.' key is dissoriating himself firbm the findings of > weight of the-"new” wrist fragments (discovered 
his own committee. Why. doesn’t Greene point by the comliiiittee in 1978), exceed the total 
ii ’this out? And what is Blakey’B evidence for his weight missing from the magic bullet, making it 


< claim?- .. ....... 

The 'time required to ainrandfire the gun. 
<- Greene claims that both the’-'.Warren Commis- 
sion and the House committee determined that 
: - it took 2.3 seconds to eject,- load; aim and fire the 
rifle Lee Harvey Oswald allegedly used to shoot 
the president firom the Texas .School Book De- 
pository Building. ThiB claim is false. Both pan- 
els established a 2.3 second “recycling” time for 


: lOUvefStone'is the dire o- 1 
'tor~of'"JFK~”' He won . 
■&AcS&emfcAlJtards for hie 
■&0^fn3~£ c Mid-' 


impossible that both sets of fragments are au- 
thentic as t^e House committee claims. 

reporting to the contrary, the autop- 



sy did not? Conclude -that the- bullet passed 
through Kennedy’s heck. When Lt. Col. Pierre 
Finck, a pathologist who participated in the au- 
topsy at the- Beth esda Naval Hospital, testified 
at the Clay-Shaw trial in New Orleans, he ad- 
mitted thiat the inilitary autoprists were under 
orders not to .dissect the bullet track through the 
president’s neck. An important FBI document 
known as the; SUbert-O’Neill Report — written 
by two FBIi agents attending the autopsy — 
that entered the preri- 
-tbnib^ad(NSlBhtilPN9^:about and 

sdid Mitopsy 
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Fancy Footwork 
Can’t Cover Up 
Gaps in Report 

— i Continued from Preceding Page 

doctor, Cmdr. “J” Thornton Boswell, confirmed this in 
an j interview with independent researcher Josiah 
Thompson in 1967. 

The Zapruder film and the president's backward 
bead snap. The House committee’s medical panel ex- 
plamed that the backward snap of the president’s head 

— formally Consistent with a shot from the front and 
inconsistent with a shot from the rear — was the result 
of 4 “massive neuromuscular reaction.” Such a muscle 
reaction, however, only takes place when there is dam- 
age; to a m^jor coordinating cetfter of the brain. The 
damage shown by the X-rays in the president’s autopsy 

' replort is to the right cerebral hemisphere, which is not 
a neuromuscular coordinating center and not capable 
of pausing a neuromuscular reaction. 

The autopsy was controlled by (he military. While 
Greene does not dispute this (which is well document- 
ed)! he fails to grasp the crucial point made in the movie 
"JFK” during autopsy doctor Pierre Finck’s testimony 
at the Clay Shaw trial Finck states that the doctors 
were ordered not to dissect the path of the bullet 
through the president’s back, which order was l ^tor 
corroborated by technicians present at file autopsy. 
Giventhat the superior officers had no pathology cre- 
dentials, it is dear that the autopsy, if not rigged, was 


an undeniably compro- 
mised affair. 

Kennedy's brain is 
missing. It is absolutely 
not true that the brain 
had been fully examined 
prior to its disappear- 
ance. The brain had 
been put in formalin, a 
fixingsolution, so that it 
would be easier to exam- 
ine after it set. The 
brain was never sec- 
tioned; thqs, we don’t 
know the bullet’s path 
through the brain. 

- The grassy knoll wit- 
nesses. The Warren 
Commission did take 
the testimony of about 
20 witnesses who 
claimed they heard 
shots coming frqm the 
glassy knoll overlook- 
ing Dealey Plaza, but it 
also had the sheriffs de- 

partment, FBI and Se- • wamrrBn*,!™. 

cret Service affidavits Kevin Costner, as New Orleans DA Jim Garrison, in Oliver Stone’s “JFK.” 

of another 130 people 

who cited the knoll as the source of the shots. In never Feme, Lee Oswald andU.S. intelligence. But Garrison 
followingup on these statements, the commission nev- did bring out the larger picture of the assassination — 
er was able to explore the possibility that some of these Le„ the militaiy-industrial complex — in his summa- 
witnesses — among them Secret Service agents, war tion speech, as well as in a 1968 Playboy interview and 
veterans, expert hunters, policemen and sheriffs — a prime-time reply to a 1968 NBC oroeram 

miotii haua haan oor.nrj nkru.t 4.. i..- _r il- n n. . wv. . . *_ .® . * 


■ might have been correct about the direction of the 
.. shots. 

Secret Service “imposters” on the grassy knoll. 


dear that the autopsy, if not rigged, was Gree “ e . notes that one Dallas policeman reported en- agent 


Former CIA Director Richard Helms’ statements 
on Clay Shaw. In “JFK,” the epilogue says only that 
Shaw was a CIA contact, not that he was a contract 



countering a man with Secret Service credentials on 
- the knoll after the shooting. In fact, there were several 
policemen who reported having simila r encounters, 
and several more people in Dealey Plaza, including Lee 


Garrison's work did give credibility to the conspir- 
acy theory. Blakey daims that the House committee 
felt that the Garrison investigation was a “fraud.” But 
a quick look at the committee’s material — which 


| AP Photo 

The president and first lady ride in the 
feteful motorcade, Nov. 22, 1963. 


TT r \ _ u t * , , " ; 7 o — - “ av uic Mwuuuwets s umwniu — wmcn 

HaiyeyOswald.whoreportedrunmngmtomenshow- apparently neither Blakey nor Greene availed himself 
ingthem Secret Service credentials.” This issue has of — proves otherwise. The committee followed many 
iiL . « t of Garrison's leads in New Orleans and took testimony 

Someone had to have fired from the grassy knoll. In from many of his sources and witnesses. More often 

what ranks with the most ludicrous of conspiracy the- than not, they were found to be quite credible It is far 

mes, former Chief Counsel Blakey says that he thinks more truthful to say that the House investigation con- 

s' 6 graa^knoll shooter — if m fact he exists — was firmed Garrison’s case for conspiracy. In its final re- 
there to kill Oswald. There is no evidence of this and, port, the committee “candidly acknowledged thal it 
typically, Greene does not ask him to substantiate his could not explain Oswald’s associations with anti-Cas- 
dmm; he simply prints it A dear shot from the grassy tro Cubans in [New Orleans]” and it found “an associ- 
knoll to the sixth floor of the Book Depository Building ation of an undetermined nature between Ferrie Os- 

ls all but impossible — the knoll is behind trees, the wald and Shaw less than three months before the 

depository window is behind trees and at a difficult assassination.” 

height and angle for a shooter from the knoll. In short, For a seasoned Newsday editor, Greene’s perfor- 

there is no line of sigh t. mance is puzzling. Not only is his analysis faulty 

* • 6“™°“ s f ase against New Orleans businessman be doesn’t quote accurately from government docu- 
Glay bhaw. Greene says that New Orleans District ments or properly question his sources If we don’t 
Attorney Jim Garrison (unlike the character in the ascribe it to ineptitude, one is left with the dis- 
movie) made no daims about a plot by the militaiy- \ turbing thought that Greene approached the artide 
industrial complex to kill the president but instead with considerable and unconscionable bias, assum- 
merely hinted at a plot by homosexuals and. anti- ing from the start that a “Hollywood” filmmoW 
Gastro Cubans. Gamson s court case focused on de- can’t be historically truthful. But what we’re actu- 
stroying the Warren Commission’s no-conspiracy hy- ally seeing in this case is that it’s the Journalist 
pothesis and establishing Clay Shaw’s ties to David who can’t get the facts straight 



